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Introduction. In fall 1995, an Advisory Group on
Medical Student Computing studied the short and
long range computing needs of medical students.
The Advisory Group concluded that existing
institutional and student computing resources would
not meet the current and future needs of our medical
students. Computer and computing resources are now
essential learning, information and communications
tools for medical students, and students need to have
easy access to these resources during their entire
medical student experience. As part of a broad-based
institutional instructional computing plan, a
requirement for entering medical students to own
computers was implemented for the Class of 2000 in
the Fall of 1996.

Rationale. Some reasons for requiring computers for
entering medical students:
1. Students need to be competent in using computer

and information technology as communications,
learning, research and clinical tools.

2. Students need to have ready access to the
explosion of electronic information available on
the Internet relevant to medical education.

3. Students need access to computing resources
during all 4 years of medical school, not only
during regular school hours, but also evenings,
weekends, and when access to major computing
facilities may not available.

4. Students, faculty, and staff rely on e-mail for
disseminating urgent, curricular, and general
information on a daily basis.

5. Faculty eager to develop computer and web-
based instructional resources need to be assured
that students will have sufficient access to these
resources.

6. Students do not have easy access to on-campus
computing facilities during their clinical
education experiences as many of these occur at
affiliated hospitals and clinics located throughout
the city.

7. The UCLA campus services for dial-up remote
access services (PPP) make it feasible for
students to obtain access to Internet information
and resources 7 days per week, 24 hours per day.

8. Students could obtain financial aid to purchase a
computer if the school required it.

Discussion. Requiring medical students to own a
computer involved a great deal of institutional
consensus and coordination. Special focus group
sessions were conducted to obtain student opinions
regarding the proposed requirements. The Medical
Student Computing Committee, comprised of faculty,
students, and administrators, discussed the issue at
length, as did the Faculty Executive Committee and
the Medical Education Committee. In addition, the
Office of Student Affairs studied the financial aid
impact for instituting a computer ownership
requirement.

The issue of whether to require entering students to
own a computer generated a great deal of discussion,
much of it centering on the future direction and
quality of medical education. In the end, all groups
involved agreed that requiring students to own a
computer was an essential component in the
institution's overall goals for medical education, i.e.,
training the physician ofthe future.

Specific minimum hardware and software
requirements were developed and communicated to
all 1996 incoming medical students. The campus
computer store bundled computer packages that met
the computer requirements, although students could
acquire their systems through any source. Computer
training opportunities and support systems for the
students were established to help make the process as
painless as possible. Plans are in place to assess and
evaluate the newly instituted requirement and to meet
continuing needs to integrate computing skills and
resources in all aspects of the curriculum.

Conclusions. Requiring medical students to own
computers is a decision involving educational,
financial, administrative, training and attitudinal
considerations. For the UCLA School of Medicine
the decision and the timing were right for a new
requirement for the Class of2000.

1091-8280/97/$5.00 0 1997 AMIA, Inc. 960


